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Executive Summary 
 
Please find below the Cabinet Report from Highways and Housing. Key highlights in 
Highways include progress on Junction 19, tacking anti-social driving capital program; a 
Housing update on the new housing pilot tackling un-commissioned supported housing 
providers, flood intervention program and the work with our registered providers. I will 
provide updates on the in-sourcing of the Highways Maintenance and Homelessness and 
Allocations. Please feel free to contact me regarding any concerns.  
 

Key Points for Consideration 
 

 Highways 
 

Good News 
 South Heywood J19 Link Road: 

On 5th October, I attended J19 Link Road to see the progress for myself. Work 
continues to progress well with works expected to be completed in late 2022. The 
new road between the J19 roundabout and Manchester Road is well advanced and 
the widening works to the motorway slip road are progressing well. The road now has 
tarmac! 

 
 Schools Parking Enforcement with GMP: 

Over the two weeks of action, Rochdale Council parking enforcement worked with 
GMP traffic team to increase safety outside of our Borough’s schools, especially for 
crossing patrols. I personally attended St Paul’s Primary School (Heywood), Cardinal 
Langley Secondary School (Middleton), Lowerplace Primary school (Rochdale) and 
St Mary’s Primary School (Pennines). I was very impressed by our partnership 
working, not only to enforce but working with the schools to educate parents. During 
the two weeks the teams, engaged with drivers to raise awareness of how their 
driving can effect children’s and crossing patrol’s safety.   

 
Strategic Initiatives under Development  
 Highway Maintenance Contract: 

Preparation to deliver highway capital and revenue works in-house from the 1st April 
2022 continues. Suitable frameworks have been identified to deliver the capital works 
and procurement of the plant & equipment required to deliver the revenue works. 
Separate conversations have taken place, to identify how in the future, the service 
will be able to income generate through the in-sourcing of Highways Maintenance. 



On the 30th September, I attended a session where I welcomed the team transferring 
from Balfour Beatty to Rochdale Council. It is brilliant to see, a vast knowledge and 
talent coming under Rochdale Council Highways Team.   

 
 Steady State Funding: 

The Council have invested over £18m in the highway network over the last 4 years 
which has significantly improved the condition of the network across the Borough. I 
am glad to report that Lady House Lane and Cheapside are now in the process of 
being re-surfaced due to under-spend. The level of highways investment the Council 
receive from the Government is not enough to prevent the condition deteriorating, we 
committed to provide an increased level of funding of £3.1m per annum, over the 
next 5 years to prevent annual deterioration and keep the network in its current 
condition.  
 

Policy Development 
 Speeding Complaints: 

Speeding as I stated in the last Council meeting is a pandemic of its own in Rochdale 
Borough! Every week, Councillors have an update of another serious incident due to 
speeding. As a Council, I will continue our partnership meetings with Councillors, 
Council Officers and GMP to identify problematic roads. The Council now has its own 
speedometers that can be used by Councillors to provide evidence to GMP that a 
road needs special attention.  
 
A new GM wide speed complaints process has been introduced with GMP being the 
first point of contact. The plan is to better GMP/RBC communications and to work on 
positive outcomes together. GMP will triage the complaints so that we only receive 
reports that meet criteria for investigation. Can Councillors and members of the 
public, please note the speed complaints email address is - 
speedcomplaints@gmp.police.uk. 

 
Service Performance 
 Township Commissions: 

I have asked Highways Officers to review the TRO process to improve the costs and 
to speed up the timescales, for example implementing yellow lines. The Capital 
Program being delivered by Balfour Beatty till the 31st March, I have asked a Senior 
Highways Officer to work with their management team Balfour Beatty to ensure the 
timely delivery of all works on site which will be ordered. As the Cabinet Member, I 
have asked for monthly updates on the Capital Program and the program progress 
chart will be emailed quarterly to Councillors. 

 
Strategic Housing 

 
     Good News 

 The Strategic Housing Team identified and acted on a rogue trader that had taken 
£56K from a vulnerable home owner to renovate their property. The offender who 
has targeted Rochdale residents in the past was arrested and been charged with 
fraud and money laundering. This arrest identified the rogue trader as part of a 
national organised crime group preying on elderly home owners. A surveyor who 
provided a professional statement for the investigation quoted in his report ‘this is 
one of the worst cases I have seen in 22 years.’ As a Council, we worked with the 
resident to stop a £30K cheque being processed and provide Council approved 
contractors to fix the resident’s home.  

 
Strategic Initiatives under Development  
 As Cabinet Member for Housing I have approved a new Supported Housing Pilot 

project. There are growing numbers of un-commissioned supported housing 
providers operating within the Borough, which is generating a significant additional 
cost to the authority. A small team is being formed which will inspect these premises 
to ensure that residents provide the correct support is being provided at value for 



money to the Council/resident. All inspections will be added to a portal to help 
regulate the support housing market.  
 

      Policy Development 
 Rochdale Borough is not unique to the housing crisis. Currently in Rochdale we have 

7000 residents on the waiting list. I am deeply concerned about these figures. 
Strategic Housing Officers are currently working with Townships to identify Council 
owned land which can be utilised for housing. Rochdale Borough Council, is working 
with private land owners to acquire land, especially disused brownfield for housing 
that the Borough needs.   
 

 Two projects within Towns Fund, acquired through RDA and the Cabinet Member for 
Regeneration Cllr Blundell, will lead to much need homes for residents. RBH has 
worked co-operatively with the Council to build on brownfield land near St. Mary’s 
gate. The road network and the safety of residents crossing will be improved. CPO 
sites are moving forward; the other project is to improve the CPO site viability after 
the CPO.  
 

 Personally, I organised a meeting with the College Bank Support Group. The meeting 
with Senior Council Officers and the Leader of the Council took place on 23rd 
September. Two actions from the meeting to re-examine the Council commissioned 
report to see what immediate work is needed and to assist the group to become a 
registered provider. A follow up meeting will be arranged shortly.  
 

Service Performance 
 Strategic Housing is working with RBH to agree in principle the legal mechanisms 

which will allow for the return of the Housing & Homelessness Services to the 
Council. As the Cabinet Member, I believe that this provides more control on how to 
be more flexible and holistic with residents’ concerns.  
 

 The Discretionary Crisis Fund helps provide vital goods and services to those who 
are vulnerable in the Borough who are moving from temporary accommodation or are 
fleeing domestic violence. 100% of the calls received from June – August 2021 were 
actioned. Of these, there were 221 applications and 0 complaints received. Over 
1,300 household items were awarded to vulnerable households.   
 

 I attended my first Rochdale Strategic Housing Partnership. At the meeting registered 
providers discussed their future development plans and the availability of suitable 
sites. Strategic Housing are working with the RPs to ensure that priority groups with 
housing needs that are not being met by the housing market are provided for. These 
groups include affordable large family homes, disabled adapted properties and single 
person accommodation. I have liaised with Cllr Besford, Chair of Communities, 
Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny to study resident’s needs 
regarding housing provision.  

 
Councillor Daniel Meredith 
Cabinet Member for Highways & Housing 
 
Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to Highways and Housing


